
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 4
This chapter will highlight Elisha the prophet.  2 Kings has introduced us to Elisha as Elijah’s successor and we will now read 
stories of his ministry.

2 Kings 4:1-7 - Oil For The Widow

This woman is a widow of one of the “sons of the prophets (v. 1)”, that group of unnamed prophets apparently dwelling 
and working together during the time of Elijah and Elisha.  Not only is she a widow, but she is severe financial trouble 
(we don’t know the specifics as to why), fearing her children to be taken as slaves.

At the word of Elisha, her needs are taken care of through a miraculous multiplication of oil, a costly and important 
resource of the day.

2 Kings 4:8-17 - Elisha & The Shunammite Woman

v 8-11 - Elisha finds a generous patron in a nameless women from the village of Shunem.  She and her husband provide 
food and a guest room in their home for Elisha to use.

v. 12-14 - Elisha calls for the woman and asks her what can do for her as a grateful gesture for her generosity and 
hospitality.  He offers to speak to an authority figure on her behalf.  However, the woman is not looking for a political 
or material favor. Instead she mentions her lack of a son, even now at her (and her husband’s) old age.

How it must have touched her heart and raised her hopes when Elisha made such a gesture and proclamation.  However, 
clearly her heart was tender and she did not want to have false hope.  Sure enough Elisha’s word came to past (v. 17).

To have a son in any season was a blessing.  A son symbolized the blessing of the LORD towards the continuance of the 
family name and gave hope that there would be someone to care for any family business or property.  To be without a son 
was troubling for a family.  Both in light of family honor, in a culture that highly esteemed such things and in light of 
the financial future of the family.  In light of this, to have a son in your old age after being without a son was a 
special case(cp. Sarah & Elizabeth for example) for it brought blessing and honor in a time when the family likely 
assumed this would not occur for them.

2 Kings 4:18-25 - The Shunammite Woman’s Son Dies

Can you imagine the reversal of emotion that this incident brought?  The son of your old age, born out of the blessing 
of the LORD suddenly gets sick and dies?  One can imagine the care and love this child must have received from his 
parents as a result of their gratitude to God for his life. And now that blessing has been ripped from their hands.  And 
not in war or because of a plague, but as a result of a sudden and strange physical issue (v. 19)
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2 Kings 4:26-31 - Elisha learns of the tragedy

v. 26 - “it is well” - it seems like the woman only wanted to discuss this situation with Elisha himself.  Perhaps she 
feared that if she gave the details to his servant, Elisha would have the chance to avoid her or decline to come to 
oversee such a seemingly irreversible situation.

v. 27-28 - The text never indicates that the woman tells Elisha what had happened.  Perhaps she did and it is unrecorded, 
or it is possible that Elisha is able to discern from the Shunammite woman’s grief and cry.  It appears that her worst 
fears have been realized (“did I not say, “do not deceive me?”).

v. 29-31 - Elisha sends his servant Gehazi ahead of him with strict orders and his own staff.  There seems to be some 
anticipation that something will happen as a result.  However, nothing happens.  Elisha himself is traveling behind 
Gehazi, along with the widow who has refused to leave his side (v. 30).

Some of us know the outcome of this story, others are about to find out.  However, let’s pause for a moment and consider the real 
time unfolding of all of this.  The mother finds Elisha and he directs his servant to come and lay his staff over her dead son’s 
face.  What do you think she is thinking as they walk from Mount Carmel back to Shunem?  And when they walk into her home with 
Elisha’s own staff, a symbol of his prophetic ministry and power, what is going through her mind?  And then when Gehazi lays the 
staff on the boy’s face as instructed by great Elisha and nothing happens - what do you do then?!

That’s a real possibility in our walk of faith.  We go through seasons where we cry out to the LORD and it seems like things don’t 
change, then we get our hopes up because something looks as if it is changing...and then we’re disappointed again because it 
didn’t work out after all.  These moments are often the crossroads that many people arrive at.  In these moments we are faced 
with the choice to keep trusting, or not...keep waiting, or not...keep praying, or not.

But what we will learn in the next verses, though nothing had changed for the better for the woman’s heart (and certainly for 
her son), all of the options for God to work had not yet been exhausted.  There was still more that could be done.  And so we are 
reminded that the choice to keep trusting, waiting and praying is the hard but right choice to make.

One other, somewhat unrelated observation on this point, I appreciate that the woman never says “Elisha, after everything that I 
have done for you, all that I have given to you, how could this happen?!”  It doesn’t seem like she had been honoring Elisha, and 
thus the LORD just to get something out of it, including some false promise of a trouble free life.

2 Kings 4:32-37 - The Shunammite’s Son Is Revived

2 Kings 4:38-41 - Chef Elisha Saves The Day

2 Kings 4:38-41 (NLT) - Elisha now returned to Gilgal, and there was a famine in the land. One day as the group of 
prophets was seated before him, he said to his servant, "Put a large pot on the fire, and make some stew for the rest of 
the group."  39 One of the young men went out into the field to gather herbs and came back with a pocketful of wild 
gourds. He shredded them and put them into the pot without realizing they were poisonous.  40 Some of the stew was 
served to the men. But after they had eaten a bite or two they cried out, "Man of God, there's poison in this stew!" So 
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they would not eat it.  41 Elisha said, "Bring me some flour." Then he threw it into the pot and said, "Now it's all 
right; go ahead and eat." And then it did not harm them.

This brief but miraculous record reminds us that God cares about the little things too.  A child is raised from the dead 
in the previous section and now an innocent mistake involving some bad gourds is also resolved by the power of God.  Life 
is spiritual.

2 Kings 4:42-44 - Bread For 100 Men

I hope that you see foreshadows of Jesus as you read this final story.  The LORD multiplies the bread for 100 men through 
the word of Elisha.  This final miracle of Elisha reconfirms the first miracle we read about in vs 1-7.  The God of Elisha 
is a providing God.  He is a generous God.

The stories highlight Elisha’s power and ministry, but even more so they should highlight the God of Elisha.  In contrast to Baal 
who is fickle and stingy and unpredictable, Yahweh gives, heals, restores and provides.  The man of God is not the focus, God is 
the focus.  The star of the show is the LORD.  And the LORD has a chosen vessel in Elisha - that’s what chapter 4 is confirming to 
us.

We’ve been away from the bigger story for a bit, but we must remember that things in Israel are still not good.  Idolatry and 
wickedness are still ruling (case and point: Jezebel is still queen).  And the main hero of our story, the prophet Elijah, the one 
man who victoriously combated this evil, is gone.  And so God pauses our bigger story for a minute to highlight Elisha and all of 
the things God had and could do through him.  The stories are inspiring and powerful, but there is a bigger point for us to glean 
from these miracles - the point of the story is that through Elisha, whose very name means “God is salvation”, God is still 
working, and things in the end are going to be alright.  It’s good to have that reminder from time to time.
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